“I Had a Dream” Essay
This essay will contain very clear elements including rhetorical devices and strategies. Your essay needs an introduction, a thesis statement, and each of your body paragraphs must include evidence from the speech, and a conclusion. Your conclusion must contain am restatement of your thesis, a summary of the key elements from each body paragraph, and your final thoughts. All body paragraphs must transition from one topic to the next…this element must be included for each of your body paragraphs.
1. Your thesis statement must clearly identify the elements your essay will discuss/ argue.

2. Para 1: Explain how Dr. King appeals to his audience? Give two examples and explain them.
3. Para 2: How effective were the quotes Dr. King used throughout his speech?  Choose two quotes and describe how effective they were and why.
4. Para: How effective was the use of figurative language throughout the speech?  Identify several examples of figurative language in the speech and then describe how this rhetorical device was or was not effective.
5. You may need to engage in additional research, outside of the speech, this is your responsibility. If you do not understand what a term you must explore the reference and cite the source for elements you discover and incorporate in your essay.
Grading Rubric
	Introduction 
	10 points

Introduction hooks the reader and states the topic, contains background information and the position of the author. Clear thesis
	7.5 points

Introduction does not hook the reader OR does not clearly state the topic and position of the author, some back ground info. Weak thesis
	5 point Introduction does not hook the reader AND does not clearly state the topic and position of the author. Weak or unclear thesis
	0 points

Incomplete introduction is included in the paragraph.

	Argument
	10 points

Argument is clear, logical, and thoroughly answers the question
	7.5 points

Argument is somewhat clear, logical, and answers most of the question
	5 points

Argument is not clear, somewhat illogical, or does not fully answer the question
	0 points

Argument is not clear, illogical, AND does not fully answer the question


	Textual evidence
	10 points

Evidence from the text is relevant, adequate, and logically supports the opinion of the author
	7.5 points

Evidence from the text is somewhat relevant, mostly adequate, and mostly supports the opinion of the author
	5 points

Evidence from the text is sparse, may not be clearly relevant, and/or does not clearly support the opinion of the author
	0 points

Evidence from the text is not given

	Conclusion
	10 points

Conclusion reiterates the topic and the position of the author and restates thesis
	7.5 points

Conclusion does not reiterate the topic and the position of the author OR does not mirror the introduction. Some restates thesis
	5 point 

Conclusion does not reiterate the topic and the position of the author AND does not mirror the introduction
	0 points

Key elements of a conclusion ignored

	Overall
	An additional 10 points will be possible for the overall “hang” of your essay
	
	
	


Example of Body Paragraph
What was Dr. King’s purpose in beginning his speech by talking about the Emancipation Proclamation? 

Dr. King did not begin his famous “I Have a Dream” speech with a whimper; he began it with a bang by talking about the Emancipation Proclamation.  He made this choice on purpose in order to refer to Abraham Lincoln and to show how long African Americans had been “free” without experiencing true freedom or equality. First, Dr. King wanted to invoke the respected figure of Abraham Lincoln, who was a hero to many Americans, African-Americans in particular for his role in freeing slaves.  He showed that he wanted to invoke Lincoln by mimicking Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg Address with the phrase, “Five score years ago.”  Dr. King went on to call Lincoln a “great American” and pointed out that they were standing in the shadow of his monument, further emphasizing that he was such a great figure that he deserved such a monument.  Dr. King also used the Emancipation Proclamation because he wanted to show how long it had been since African-Americans were technically “freed” by this document, and how little progress had been made towards true freedom in that time.  He did this by repeating “one hundred years later” and listing the ways African-Americans were being denied freedoms at the time, such as segregation, discrimination, and poverty.  Thus, Dr. King began his speech “with a bang” by invoking the figure of President Lincoln and emphasizing the lack of progress made in civil rights in the previous one hundred years.
