Rhetoric and the Reader






Name: ______________________________
SOAPSTONE Rhetorical Analysis Song Project 



Date: _________________ Period: _______
	Rhetorical means "the art of using language effectively and persuasively," while analysis means "the separation of an intellectual or substantial whole into its constituent parts for individual study."

 

Thus, this Rhetorical Analysis assignment asks you to carefully read a selected piece of writing (song lyrics), examining it not only for what it says, but for HOW it says it. You should aim for "critical distance" in your reading of the text, which means that you'll want to be wary of whatever assumptions you bring with you to the text. For your analysis, you may choose any song of your choice; however, it needs to have appropriate language and content for classroom use. Keep in mind, some songs will be easier to write a rhetorical analysis than others.

 

As the poet Kahil Gibran instructed, "Say not, 'I have found the truth,' but rather, 'I have found a truth.'" In other words, avoid the error of believing there's only ONE "correct" way to read your text of choice—rather, you want to develop YOUR own, singular reading of it, while convincing your audience of the merits of that reading.

  

THE PROJECT
1. You will select a (classroom appropriate) song of your choice to present to the class. This song must have a clear, appropriate message for a specific audience. Select your song wisely. 
2. Up load your song to YouTube to our playlist https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLh8rjogUTVb2oRQQj9Afr7pW0Dpvkx_Od . Then, you will create a PowerPoint where you present a thorough rhetorical analysis of your song focusing mostly on TONE. 
3. This PowerPoint will focus on SOAPSTone and a POV Statement. 
4. You will provide a minimum of two direct quotes for each element as examples, and then you will explain HOW your direct quote represents each rhetorical element. 
5. All analysis should be written in third person. DO NOT use first person (I think, I believe) or second person (you).
 

STEPS 
1. Pick a classroom appropriate song and copy and paste your song onto a Word Document for your annotations. You will turn this in with the SOAPSTone document. (Make sure to write down the name of the website and the URL where you found your lyrics to avoid plagiarism). Make sure your song title and song artist is at the top of the page

2. Create a Prezi or PowerPoint (use my examples to help guide your PowerPoint)

3. Embed your song in the PowerPoint and have it run throughout the entire powerpoint.
4. Make sure to include a Works Cited slide where you correctly cite your sources following MLA format

5. Spell check your words 
If Mr. Beland LOOOOOOOOOOOOVED your PowerPoint you will be asked to share with the class. You will earn a bonus of 30 points on the assignment! (
If selected, please follow these steps:

1. Print out a copy of the slides from your PowerPoint and give to Mr. Beland (he will look at this copy as you present your PowerPoint to the class)

2. Save a copy of the lyrics and PowerPoint so that it can be presented in class

3. Bring a classroom appropriate audio of the song to class so we can listen to it while you present

4. Speak loudly and clearly as you explain your analysis

5. Be confident—Fake it ‘til you make it!

THE GRADE
This project is worth 150 points:
· Accuracy of Analysis = 40 points 
i) Subject ~10 

ii) Occasion ~ 10

iii) Audience ~ 10

iv) Speaker ~ 10

· Purpose = 25 points

· Tone = 35 points

· POV Statement = 25 points

· Creativity of PowerPoint = 20 points 

i) Lyrics ~ 5

ii) Song imbedded ~ 5

iii) Transitions ~ 10

· Font (at least 16 point) = 5 points

PLEASE NOTE: Each inappropriate word or phrase seen or heard will reduce your overall grade by 5 points.

	


