Grammar

Rule:  In addition to using a colon to introduce a list, a colon can be used to separate independent clauses when the second clause further explains the first, usually with specific details.

Examples:

Suddenly all I can think of is whether I will get enough sleep the night before the photography session:  if I don’t, my eye will be tired and wander, as blind eyes will.

· Alice Walker  from “Beauty: When the Other Dancer Is the Self”

Some of them were native Detroiters, and virtually all the rest had come to the city from other northern states, so they knew how to make their way in the big city:  they understood how to work their way into the trades, how to use a membership in the Masons or the Odd fellows to pry open employment-office doors, how to flash a bit of fast talk to sway a reluctant buyer.

- Kevin Boyle    from  Arc of Justice
President Lincoln knew that it was his responsibility to ensure that the nation was unified once the Civil War ended, and he knew that his second inaugural speech was an opportunity to show the country that it had a promising future:  by using Christian allusions, parallel syntax, and a conciliatory tone, he was able to delineate his hopeful vision for America.
