A loose sentence makes complete sense if brought to a close before the actual ending: the writer is able to add a string of details to the basic sentence; the string can be as long or short as needed.

Ex.  We reached Edmonton/that morning/after a turbulent flight/and some exciting experiences.

A periodic sentence makes sense only when the end of the sentence is reached: details are added before or within the basic statement; delaying the final words of the basic statement is a way of creating suspense.

Ex.  That morning, after a turbulent flight and some exciting experiences, we reached Edmonton.

In a balanced sentence, the phrases or clauses balance each other by virtue of their likeness of structure, meaning or length.  If the phrases or clauses are in contrast, a balanced antithesis is created.

Ex.   He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters.

Identify the following sentences as loose, periodic, or balanced:

Love, as everyone knows except those who happen to be afflicted by it, is blind.

Instinct rather than reason came to my help; he was a Beadle; I was a woman.  This was the turf; there was the path.

Col. Grangerford was very tall and very slim, and had a darkish-paly complexion, not a sign of red in it anywheres; he was clean-shaved every morning all over his thin face, and he had the thinnest kind of lips, and the thinnest kind of nostrils, and a high nose, and heavy eyebrows, and the blackest kind of eyes, sunk so deep back that they seemed like they was looking out of caverns at you, as you may say.

The teacher considered him a good student, steady if not inspired, willing if not eager, responsive to instruction and conscientious about his work.

Next morning when the first light came into the sky and the sparrows stirred in the trees, when the cows rattled their chains and the rooster crowed and the early automobiles went whispering along the road, Wilbur awoke and looked for Charlotte.

