AP Language and Composition
Sentence Collecting

Goals:
Collect and study a variety of sentences that you admire for their structure and rhetorical effectiveness in order to answer the following questions: 
1. What grammatical rules apply to the internal punctuation? Please note: commas are not just  used for a pause; semi-colons are not just used for a longer pause.  You should discuss the grammatical reason why each is used.

2. What grammatical concepts are involved in the construction of the sentence, i.e. the parts that make up the whole?  You might consider phrases and clauses; types of clauses (subordinate, independent, etc.); parallelism; periodic, loose, and balanced sentence structure.

3. What makes the sentence as a whole rhetorically effective?   How does the grammar of the sentence contribute to its meaning?  You should discuss the sentence as a whole, i.e. the ordering of ideas and its intended effect (to establish rhythm, to build suspense, to depict chaos, to portray deception etc.) This is the most important part of the assignment—to be able to connect the grammar to specific ideas, effects, impressions, or intent.
Directions:  

· Begin by collecting five sentences that are distinctly different in their construction.  Each sentence should be adequately complex and must contain internal punctuation.   Overall, your five sentences should contain a wide variety of internal punctuation. Within each sentence, you do not need to discuss every internal punctuation mark.  Instead, focus on 1-2 and go into greater depth.  Sentences should come from at least three different sources, which could be from any of the following:  AP passages, summer reading, independent reading, mentor texts, newspaper or magazine articles. 
· Once you have collected your sentences, you may then consult any classroom text regarding principles and rules of grammar.  You are also welcome to utilize resources available online.
Format:

Type everything and use the following format for each sentence (please number your sentences and double space between numbers)

1. Include the entire sentence and identify the source.   ( 2pts. each)
EX.   Together we had learned to become infantry officers at Camp Lejeune, at Quantico, in the boondocks around San Diego, and finally on Saipan—the divisional staging grounds for the assault on Okinawa.  Source: A Tidewater Morning  by William Styron

2. Analyze the grammar to demonstrate an understanding of the goals listed above.  ( 6 pts each)
EX.   Commas are used to separate items in a list; the dash is used to introduce an explanation of the final item in that list. A series of parallel prepositional phrases (at Camp Lejeune, at Quantico, in the boondocks around San Diego, and finally on Saipan) give the sentence rhythm and emphasize the vast amount of training the men received.  The dash is used to provide an explanation that further emphasizes the most important item in the list toward which all other items have been building.  The main clause (Together we had learned to become infantry officers) comes at the beginning of the sentence, thus its loose construction illustrates that with each listed location, the men move further away from home and come closer to the harsh realities of war.

3.  Copy Change:   Imitate the syntax and punctuation in an original sentence ( 2 pts. each)

EX.    Finally, we had mastered the art of creating parallelism with prepositions, with participles, with appositives, and  

               even with clauses—the key word groups that often determine internal punctuation.
_____/50  Total
1. She does not give opinions, or make judgments; she cannot be wheedled, bullied, or fooled; she does not get angry or disappointed; she does not praise or blame; she does not remember past failures or hold grudges; with her one always gets a fresh start, this time is the one that counts.

· From  “Three Kinds of Discipline”  an essay by  John Holt

· The semicolon is used to separate a series of independent clauses.  Commas are used to separate items in a series.

· The series of parallel independent clauses provide an emphatic rhythm to the sentence aided by the repetition of “does not,” which  underscores the harshness of this type of discipline.  The rhythm is broken up at the end of the sentence by changing the syntax of the last two clauses.  This helps alert the reader to the additional comment being made about this type of discipline

2.  It was a physical problem that had to be solved:  how to get in touch with the girl and arrange a meeting.

· 1984  pg. 97,  George Orwell
· The colon is used to indicate that what follows further explains or identifies what came prior to the colon.
· In the first half of the sentence, the phrase, “physical problem,” arouses curiosity, which when explained specifically in the second half reinforces the difficulty of “arranging a meeting.”

3. It was curious how that beetlelike type proliferated in the Ministries:  little dumpy men, growing stout very early in life, with short legs, swift scuttling movements, and fat inscrutable faces with very small eyes.

· From 1984  pg. 53,  George Orwell
· The colon is used because a list follows.
· The list is an extension of the beetle metaphor with most of the items in the list describing a different characteristic of beetles.  The list ends by emphasizing how these men have the types of faces and eyes that make them difficult people to understand.
4. This is the hoop of flame that shoots the rapids in the creek or spins across the dizzy meadows; this is the arsonist of the sunny woods:  catch it if you can.
· Pilgrim at Tinker Creek   pg. 78.   Annie Dillard
· The sentence begins with parallel independent clauses separated by a semicolon; the colon is used to separated another independent clause at the end, but it is also an imperative statement.
· The parallel clauses that begin with “this is” provide a playful and active rhythm for the metaphors describing the sun.  The colon prepares the reader for the surprise command at the end of sentence.
5. It rolls along the mountain ridges like a fireball, shooting off a spray of sparks at random, and will not be trapped, slowed, grasped, fetched, peeled, or aimed.
· Pilgrim at Tinker Creek  pg. 78,  Annie Dillard
· Commas are used to set off a participial phrase that is an interrupting modifier.

· The interrupting modifier provides an image of the sun’s effect on the landscape, and the list of active verbs further characterize the sun as something powerful and uncontrollable.  

6. If he charged, I could shoot; if he took no notice of me, it    

   would be safe to leave him until the mahout came back.
· “Shooting an Elephant”  pg. 281,  by George Orwell

· Commas are used after introductory adverb clauses in both halves of the sentence.  A semicolon is used to separate the independent clauses.

· This sentence is a balanced antithesis serving to show the dilemma facing the narrator, the two options available to him based on the two distinct actions the elephant might take.

7. They all said the same thing: he took no notice of you if  

    you left him alone, but he might charge if you went too 
    close to him.

· “Shooting an Elephant”  pg. 281,  by George Orwell

· A colon is used to separate independent clauses in which the second clause further identifies or explains the first.

· The first clause is vague; we don’t know what “they” said, but we do know that they all said the same thing.  The second clause explains specifically what they said about the possible actions of the elephant.  The rhetorical effect is that the reader sees the options as clear and unanimous. 
                                                  

Lay your sentence out like lines in a poem based on syntax and grammatical parts.

Together we had learned to become infantry officers


at Camp Lejeune


at Quantico

in the boondocks   


around San Diego

and finally,


on Saipan

--the divisional staging grounds for the assault
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Main Clause





A series of prepositional phrases help indicate the amount of training the men had.





A transition to the most important item in the list.





The dash is used to provide an explanation that further emphasizes the most important item in the list toward which all other items have been building—a progression that shows the men moving farther away from home and closer to the harsh realities of war.








