Writers Journal Entries for In Cold Blood- Guided Practice 
BEFORE YOU READ IN COLD BLOOD 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions: Answer the following questions BEFORE you begin reading the book. All responses should be typed in MLA format (12-point font, double spaced, please no crazy hard to read fonts, please).  
1. Look at the title. What does “In Cold Blood” mean? What do you think the book might be about judging from the title? Explain why you think this.  
2. Look at the cover picture of the book. Describe in detail what you see on the cover picture. Based on the cover picture, what do you think the book will be about? Explain why you think this.  
3. What are your thoughts of the American Dream?  
4. How is it important to have a place that you feel safe?  
5. Can murder be a necessary evil? Why or why not?  
 WHILE YOU READ IN COLD BLOOD 
As you read In Cold Blood, provide 4-6 sentence (or more, never less) responses to each of the following questions. Each of your answers should be supported with textual evidence. Each answer should include concrete details followed by commentary. Your responses should be typed and written as complete sentences.  
 The Last to See Them Alive  
1. According to the text, what is Mr. Clutter’s only reason for “disquiet” in his life?  
2. How do the narrative voice and the sentence structure of the text change when the story shifts from descriptions of the Clutter family to descriptions of Hickock and Perry Smith?  
3. How does Perry’s obsession with foreign countries and sunken treasures symbolize his social status as an outcast?  
4. What is the biggest challenge to the friendship between Perry Smith and Willie-Jay?  
5. How does initial speculation about the murders change the atmosphere within the Holcomb community?  
Persons Unknown 
1. What aspects of the crime scene as observed by Al Dewey examining photographs foreshadow the eventual capture of the suspects?  
2. What does Susan Kidwell find most disturbing about her visit to the funeral parlor? Why?  
3. What does Perry’s behavior at the beach and swimming pool reveal about his character?  
4. How are the police able to determine the order in which the Clutter family members were murdered?  
5. How are Dick and Perry planning to return to the United States? What does their plan reveal about their state of mind following the Clutter murders?  
  
  
  
Answer 
1. What event in the opening pages of this section turns the investigation around?  
2. What does the nickname Perry has given himself reveal about his character and his self-image?  
3. Why is Perry disturbed by a newspaper account he reads when he and Dick arrive in Miami, Florida?  
4. To what extent does Dick’s sexuality contribute to his status as a societal outsider? What is Perry’s reaction to Dick’s sexuality?  
5. According to Perry, what is his only regret about the night of the murders?  
 The Corner  
1. What is Mrs. Meier’s first impression of Perry Smith?  
2. What changes doe Perry want to make to his initial statement to police?  
What is his motivation for making the changes? What does this suggest about his character?  
3. What is the symbolic significance of the big yellow bird?  
4. Why does Perry go on a hunger strike? Why does he eventually change his mind and end his hunger strike?  
5. What does Dick pursue in order to appeal his conviction? 
  
  
  
  
  
 
